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Spring Cleanup 201 1 Recap

The Spring Cleanup held on Saturdishay 21, turned out .
to be quite a success. Despite a day that started out/|l NOte: NO General Meetlng |
cloudy and damp and numerous other social events off

that day we had a steady stream of cars and trucks f'):t;n In June Or ‘JU|yI I
9:00AM to nearly 2:00PMWe ended up almost filling ===
two compactor trucks, aridric McGhee,our metal re-
cycler, and his helpers completely filled threggiar )
trailers.We also handed out a dozen vouchers for fre¢] Next General Meeting: August 1 1
Ibru;_h difhpos?fl. I}[/Iaréy thanlks.l'um Wi_IweIrdtiné:] tl;lor -l Tentative Topic: Up date On
eading the efforts. Several crews circulated througho . . .

the neighborhood picking up discarded items. Thankdfo Des'qrya_ltlon Mid town
Chris Foster, Luther Larson, Dan Bodmann, Bob Activities/Progress
Hutton, Paul Mileris, Jim Kyler andTerry Wil-
werding for that dutyMike Caban kindly volunteered )
to direct traffic, provide renewal reminders to errant ejf- 7:00 PM
members, and generate positive PR to newcomers. Creighton University
_Others who helped wengeil lee(ty (ge_lrage sale Medical Center
items) andRoger Freeman The high point of the day . .
was seeing two neighbors wheeling a couch on top offa Morrison Seminar Room
shopping cart down 34th Street to the cleanup site (sge
below).We also had numerous loads delivered by
wheelbarrow and several neighbors hand-carried refype

1972
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Executive Meeting

from nearby lots. Clearly plenty of can-do attitude exig{s Thursday , June 23rd
in our neighborhood. Finalla big “Thankrou” to the '
City of Omaha andKeep Omaha Beautiful for A el th.e La.'rson S
sponsoring the event, providing compactor trucks fred pf 3565 California St.

charge as well as free brush vouch&&TV News did
a very nice story about the cleanup, and it included ar

interview with JimWilwerding. Thanks to everyone who | Garage Sale A Successful Fund
participated in making the neighborhood a better (and Raiser

neater) place for all who live here. On SaturdayMay 28, the GPNAeld ahborhood
. . . n SaturdayMay 28, the eld a neighborhood-
by Ch.rls Foster & Jim Wlwerding wide garage sale. The 20% chance of rain turned jrfto
% ' the real thing as morning rain showers slowed saled
early but the weather turned very nice after about
10:30am. The GPNA paid for an ad in the Omaha
World-Herald to promote garage sales in thedgdf
Park neighborhoodWe appreciate those of you who
donated garage sale items to the GPNA for our
association and community garden fundraiser held ip
the business district near 33rd & California St. — we
netted just about $400! Many thanks again to our
fearless garage sale leadiwil Liberty who
organized, priced, and did a GRE4ob selling items.
Thanks to other volunteers who helped with a variety

continued on page 3
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From The President. . .

Summer is here and with summer comes changes in the neighborhood. Changg
included the movement of students in and out of the neighborhood, sale of homg
did not sell over the wintethe opening of a new neighborhood restaurant, and the

beautiful display of flowers found in many of the yards throughout the neighborhp¢d.

With change comes opportunity to meet your neighbors. | for example have stopped

by to welcome the new college students that moved in around the, dodieg that
they grew up in out-state Nebraska (as did I). | also met the new home owners
Cass §, finding that they are excited to be a part of revitalizing the neighborAso
for the new restaurant, | took time over the weekend to stop by and check it ouf,
meeting the owners and chefs. The food and service were excellent. Now it is |y
turn; find that neighboring yard that has a beautiful display of flowers and stop by
meet the people behind the flowers. It is the people with all the variety of intere
skills that make Gfbrd Park the best neighborhood in the.c8g get out and meet
your neighbors while the weather allows.

=N

by Luther Larson

- J

Editor's note:1f you have some-
thing that would be of interest to
our neighborhood, we encourage
you to submit an article for our
monthly newsletter. Editorials
must be approved by the GPNA
Executive Board. Articles can be
mailed to P.O. Box 31462 Omaha,
NE 68131; please include your
name and phone number. Contact
Sue Wilwerding (342-2795)r
LChris Foster(342-6006)

( N

Gifford Park Grant Up date

This grant season has been very kind to the Gifford Park Neighborhood
AssociationWe have applied for and received 3 grants totalling $17,400 Tiwen
Kiewit Foundation, Mutual of Omaha Foundation andCity of Omaha
(Mayor’s Grant). These grants will help to fund the following items in areas
indicated:

Gifford Park-Playground

Gifford Park-Tash Cans

Gifford Park-Doggie Doo Receptacles

Teen Market Garden-Shed

Teen Market Gardenebls

Community Garden-dols

Community Garden-Mulch

Community Garden-LageWater Sorage Container
GPNA-Rain BarrelWorkshop Materials and Instructor
GPNA- Safety Lighting

The final funding for the playground has been secured and is going out to bid apdl

we should see the playground transform by the end of Tegyn Market Garden
already has its tools and the shed is currently being built. Mulch has arrived at {h
garden and is being spread around as you read this. Safety lighting has been

installed and the poles are shedding light in dark alleys and in our park. Thank y
to everyone who helped put these grants together and thanks to the Grantors!

(@]

by Dana Carlton-Flint

For City Services, Information,
or Complaints
Call: Mayor's Action Office:
444-5555

TOOL Mowers - $5
LENDING Rent for most tools - $3

HOTLINE Chris 342-6006

Dur
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Tennis Block Party Highlight s

Despite another rainout on our origifiehnis Block
Party of WednesdayMay 25, we had a great
turnout the very next evening. The GPNA partnefdd

Duchesne @Academy

with the Missouri Valley NebraskaTennis OF THE SACRED HEART
Association and theOmaha Tennis Association to

put on the event at Gdrd Park. About 90+ youth Call today to schedule a visit in

and 20 volunteers participated in the event, wherg the Academy or Preschool!

youth learned the basic tennis skills along with rally

courts, and we finished up with the always populat] 3601 Bure Street - Omaha, NE 68131 - 402-558-3800

“King of the Hill” competition. Thanks goes to
neighborhood volunteers who provided us with
refreshments for the event. Many thanks also goe
to our great tennis instructorsJane Hines, Don

www.duchesneacademy.org

Gildon, Kirk Peck, Jim Wilson, Brian Beene Garage Sale . . . continued from page 1

and his daughteBurkley, Roger Freeman, Laurie|| of tasks including setting up tables, carrying items, and
Bolte, Brian Carmody, Travis Lavender, Jeff putting out garage sale signs around the neighborhood|
Spiehs andVince Emery. This year we asked Mary Liberty, Martin Janousek, Luther Larson, Ben

some of the past older youth participants to help Withspahn, Darryl Hutton, Bob & Virginia Hutton,
our rally courts, and they did a great job! Thanks | | gmerick Huber, Billy Dooly, Lloyd Canfield, and
Sanley sisters Pawn, Crystal, Justing Whitney),

: Chris & Sallie Foster. Besides making $, this event
Max Kaye, Tyler White, Mar cus Anderson, and | | a\ways brings familiar folks and some new faces to ouf
Quannie Nance. Thanks toJan Franks, Bette

) X ! neighborhood, adds positive street life, and we do our pprt
Tanner, Mike Caban, Chris & Sallie Foster

Aleta Sevens, Danyl Hutton, Ben Spahn, and to recycle and reuse. Great effort by everyone!
Dina White for helping with multiple tasks including
registration, sighage, setup, taking pictures, and foqd.
Special thanks once againtane Hinesfor doing
additional behind the scenes work. One final notef
thanks toBrook Bench, City of Omaha Park Free Weather Prep aredness Class
Maintenance, andRoger & Sandy Freemanfor . . .
helping to keep the park looking very nice for this Are you and your family prepared to survive the spring
event and all spring long. storms?

We are dfering to the older youth (9 to 19 years If you live in the Midlands you understand the need to |
old) the opportunity to continue on playing tennis | | prepared to protect yourself and your family during

by Chris Foster

11

with several instructors oWwednesdaysfrom periods of severe weathén most cases the governmep
10am to noon June 15 - July 20at Gifford will not be able to support your needs for days or ever
Park. Anyone who is interested can cont@ttris weeks.Your survival may depend on your own persongl
at 342-6006for a registration form, or you can life skills. Eastern Nebraska Community Emergency
show up at the tennis courts. ResponseTeam (CERT) offers a free 20 hour class

by Chris Foster created by the Department of Homeland Security to tegch
you survival skills. The next class is offeredJume
24th, 25th and26th, 2011. You need to attend all 3 day
Additionally, if you were not directly &kcted by the
severe weather event, this class will give you the skills lo
help others in the community who were. The registratip
deadline isTuesday June 21st Registration, the hours
of class, and additional information is available at
www.easternnebraskacert.canby calling
402.680.8705.

7))

Keith Deiml

Program Manager
Eastern Nebraska CHR
402.680.8705
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Charles R. Kilgore Jr. California Tacos & More
AttOl'ney At Law Homemade Mexican Food
342-0212

4913 UndewoodAvenue 33rd & California Street

Dine In or Carry Out
3 558_500C a Hours:
Monday - Saturday: 11a.m. - 8 p.m.
Closed Sunday

Welcome T o The Garden!

On May 7th, thesifford Park Community Garden celebrated its Garden Opening. It was a hot and wonderfyl
day when gardeners could begin planting, meet fellow gardeners, and get some free plants. Music and sr)é
were also plentifulThe Teen Market Gardenwas on hand to @dr individuals the opportunity to sign up for
their CSA. Children also were able to paint pots for MothBray and get their own faces paintéé were
also graced with a visit from one of the Community Garden founders pictured with Chris \Westad a
wonderful day and were happy to see so many gardeners!

Most gardeners have planted their plots. | encourage you to walk down to the garden and\&rjogaéntly
received a generous donation fraowe’s of some lovely annuals which are being planted in the front beds.

Rememberour garden is a communitWe only work with the help of many volunteefse you looking for an
opportunity to help? Please join us for Gartidork Parties. Put these on your calendars! Not only do we wor
to make our Garden beautiful, but we have a lot of fun! During Gaikibek Parties, gardeners will have acces
to the tool shed and the wat&ccess to these items will also be available on Saturday mornings froin3M-1
am during the Childres’Garden Program. Gardeners can also volunteer for the Crsl@arden Program on
Saturdays.

The upcoming GardewWork Parties for 201 are from6-8 pm on Wednesday July 6th, andWednesday
August 3rd.

[~

We will also have the return of our Garden Potlucks. Dates are being finalized in mid-July and in Septemb
Please stay tuned.

11%

Your Garden Board is working hard for you. Please feel free to contact any of us.
Mike Caban-Caban3321@cox.net

Joy Doll (Director/Plot Coordinator)jeyot@juno.com

Bren Duval (Secretary)bren.design@hotmail.com

Chris Foster (Land Owner)fester3413@cox.net

Dana Freeman (ChildrenGarden) dana.freeman@gmail.com

Sue Freeman (ChildrenGarden) glenda.freeman65@gmail.com

Diane Kaye (Teasurer) diandmax@aol.com

by Joy Doll

cks
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What's Happening In The Neighborhood . . .

Congratulations t®rittany Rubek, granddaughter of

Jan Franks, andSam Leachfor the birth of their baby
Ari'Anna , bornApril 18 weighing 6 Ibs 1 0z. Jan and

Brittany volunteer for many GPNA&vents.This is Jars

first GREAT-grandbaby!

Congratulations toVill Slayden, son ofBetty Slayden
andTatiana Huggins for the birth of their baby
Bryson, born May 29 weighing 8 Ibs 6 o¥Vill, Betty
and the rest of the Slayden family volunteer for many
GPNA events.This is Bettys first grandbaby!

Congratulations tMark Trampe andSaraWaldner

on their recent marriage on May 29. Sara has lived ne
the community garden for the past couple years, and
now Mark is officially a Gifford Park resident!

We will missSteve & Tiare Weak and their children
Julian, agel, andJianna, age 3.TheWeak family
recently moved near Denyéolorado after living in the
Gifford Park and Joslyn Castle neighborhoodlé were

Check outMarrakech, the new restaurant in our
business district at 504 N 33rd Street. It is currently
having a soft opening, but the plan is to officially open
aroundJune 15with open hours 10am to 10pm every
day Co-ownerdshmael Mohammad andDrissi
Moussawill serve Mediterranean food. Stop in soon!

The LOCAL Campaign is gearing up to finalize the
zoning ordinance that will provide more opportunity to
LetOmahaControl itsAlcohol L andscapeThe group
hopes by summer to have the ordinance before the
Omaha City Council. If you haven't done so already
please see the "Resolution of Support” in last month's
aewsletter on page 9 (wwgiffordparkomaha.@). If
you agree, simply print the page and send the signed]
resolution to the mailing address listed on the resolutig
To contact the LOCAICamppaign, e-mail
thelocalcampaign@gmail.conor join the Facebook
page at "The LOCAL Campaign" to receive important]
updates.

very active with neighborhood activities, especially
gardening and sportdiare and Julian were a big part
of theTeen Market Garden lead Bynthia Shuck.
They were also one of the first families to have a
community garden plot nearly 10 years ajyou may
have bought a jar of apricot jam from Julian at last
summetrs Gifford Park Market on 33rd & California.
Julian was also active with the tennis program earning
scholarship to play indoors this past wintéfe wish the
Weak family much success in Colorado; they were gr
neighbors!

We are sad to hear Kellom Principal (afates
Educational Community Principabric Nelsonis
leaving at the end of this school yeamt we wish him
great success with his new opportunity as principal at
Fontenelle ElementaryEric said in a letter “The last 7
years have been incredible and | feel we have made
such a wonderful commitment to our kids and

Z?ight thing to do and it helps to document issues).

P

Report Crime

This is a great opportunity for us as a neighborhood
help law enforcement and help our own neighborho
especially this time of year as the weather gets
warmer and more people are out. Hgtlings you
can do: Observe and report suspicious activity (fite

—

DQ

When calling 91 be willing to meet with dicers even
you meet at a nearby location (the call will be give
a higher priority). If possible, take pictures and provi
as much information as you can. Northeast Police
Precinct Crime Prevention Specialidteola Cooper
(444-3367, Theola.Cooper@ci.omaha.neug an
excellent resource to contact if you have specific
information on problem issues. Remember the old
saying “If you are not part of the solution, you are p

of the problem.”

-

Al

community | will miss everyone and know that the ricl

traditions that make Kellom such a strong, positive
school will thrive long into the future, &4s. Carrie
Hutcherson s rejoining the Kellom staff as the new
Principal”. The GPNA worked closely with Eric and his
staff to develop excellent learning programs that now fifl
theYates building at 32nd & Davenport. Good Luck
Eric!

Fly The Flag Proudly
On
Flag Day
Tuesday, June 14

= S

Many thanks to dedicated volunte®mne Kaye,
Max Kaye, Roger & Sandy Freemanand Bob
Hutton for their time and effort keeping the Identity
Garden and Gifford Park sign area at 33rd and Cass B
looking great this spring. The flowers and expanded
plantings look great as you walk or drive by!

n.
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Charles R. Kilgore Jr. California Tacos & More
Attorney At LaW Homemade Mexican Food
4913 UndemwoodAvenue 342-0212 7
33rd & California Str eef .
558-500C _ Dine In or Carry Out =
Hours:
PR Monday - Saturday: 11a.m. -8 p.m.
Closed Sunday

Summer has arrived at  A.V. Business District Flower Pot s

Sorensen Community Center The flower pots in the business district have been

. f - planted and are ready to be admired. Keeping the
We are very excited about all the TUN aClIVILIES  we || hysiness district looking good is great for business and

have planned this summer. neighborhood pride. For many people who visit our
neighborhood, it the business district that they

Reminder - every participant must remember So, a BigrhankYou to those who help witf

have a r‘egistr‘aﬁon card on file keeping our neighborhood and business district looking

: . ood.
signed by a parent or guardian ?
Now first the bad news: within hours of the flowers
being planted some were stolen. The good news:
someone anonymously planted some new ones in a few
of the flower pots a few days lateNow thats what
makes the neighborhood great. Thank you “Secret
Flower Planter Guy...or Gal.”

Every Monday afternoon we will be walking to Kelley’s
Bowling . The costis $1.00 per person . They will have a
concession stand open if the kids want to bring money.
Every child must have a signed permission slip

before we leave and their $1.00 admission fee.

Every Tuesday afternoon we will be swimming at
Elmwood Pool . We will not be transporting kids to the
pool so they will need to find their own ride. On June 7th
we will meet at 12:00 pm at the pool. The lifeguard will be
going over safety rules of swimming. The kids can either
eat lunch before we go to the pool or bring a lunch to eat
before they swim. Every child must have a proper swim

The other good news is, we had a couple more
donations that have come in since our last newslette
and another Bigrhank You goes out taCharles R.
Kilgore Law Office and theCalifornia Bar for their
donations to the Flower Pot Fund.

=

suit (cutoffs and gym shorts are not allowed; must have Everyone enjoy the summer and we hope to see youj
inside netting) or they will not be allowed into the pool. down in the business district.
Swimming will begin at 1:00 pm. by Martin Janousek

Several times through out the summer we will have the
climbing wall. Every participant must have a permission
slip signed by a parent before they are allowed to use the
climbing wall.

Elmwood Park is now open this summer for Rec’s
Kids Clubhouse. Now you have two locations to fill
up your summer .

Any questions regarding our activities - feel free to call
anytime. Every week we will send out the schedule for the
following week.

Have a wonderful summer!

The Staff of AVS Community Center

4808 Cass Street
402-444-5596
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Longtime Neighborhood Family
Will Be Missed

Sometimes change can be bitterswAad so it is
with the change that recently came to our block ¢
North 36thAvenue. Our dear friendém andJean
Watson have moved from their home of 35 years.
And while we will miss them being out and about
around the neighborhood, we remain forever
grateful for the decades we were able to call the
“neighbor”.

I

Jim and JeaklVatson and their four daughters wef¢
probably the first on the block to welcome us to 36
Avenue nearly 24 years ago, and it was readily
apparent that thé/atson family was more than jus
another household on the street - they were an
important, integral part of the local landscape.
Everyone knew thgVatsons, as they made it a po
to know and befriend everyone they nfgtd few,

if any, lived untouched by these most wonderful g
residents.

t

f

The summer just after we moved to 3Birenue,
we held the first of many neighborhood block
parties. Jim, (ably assisted by Jean, to be sure),
the first block party chairman. When the GPNA
was in its earlyformative years, | was accompani
to my first GPNAmeeting by JimAnd as our
family grew theWatsons were always there to len
their support, companionship, and love.

\

Jim and Jean both worked at Mutual of Omaha fi
many years until their retirements. Jim was very
active in local theatre, including the Omaha

Community Playhouse productions. The landscaj
around th&Vatson household was meticulously
tended to by Jean, and the yard was the envy of
many ourselves included.

In recent years we had watched as their family
grew and grandchildren often visited.But ndm
and Jean have made the change to a smaller
place of residence, thankfully not too far away sq
visits can be frequent. The neighborhood may ng
be the same, but it will always be grateful to the
care and influence provided by Jim and Jean
Watson.

Bittersweet as it may be, change is unavoidable.
with the departure of thé/atsons, we gain a new
family to celebrate on 36#wenue;Jasonand
Denise Bashand their young childreiWe hope
that we can be as neighbgras helpful, and as
much of a positive influence on them as Jim and
Jean were (and are) to us.

Mt In other news, our next round of bike classes are starti

ed

CBPO Update

Welcome, Summer!

N Ok, | know summer doesn't officially
begin until June 21st, but with

the weather we've been having, it s
seems like it already here.

For the Community Bike Project, thaf
' means we're hoppindVith school
out and everyone itching to ride a bike, our Open Shop
hours orWed/Thurs nights and Sat afternoons are busy
e That means we can always use a hand in the shop, mg
thhelping us keep the Shop from devolving into chaos. If
have any bike mechanical skills, tisjtist a bonus. Pleast
send an email tmatt@communitybikeproject.oifyyou
want to help out, and I'll get you scheduled for a shift.

soon!We're offering two diferent sets of classes now: o
focusing on safe bicycling skills and the other focused o
bike mechanics and repaike’ve teamed up with Metro
Community College to teach these classes, so you can
get official certificates for completing the whole class
curriculum for eachTo sign up for the classes, go to
VapCC's website and look under “Continuing Ed” and the
“Sports & Games.” The cost is $19/class with discountg
you sign up for the whole course all at once. The tuition
allows us to pay our instructors something for their time
l well as to help support CBP@ll classes will be

taught at the Community Bike Shop in Gifford Park.

I' Let us know how we're doing! Stop by to chat or email
at matt @communitybikeproject.org. Happy June!

v

Ride Safely!
Matt Martin
Community Bike Project Omaha

ow

=
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by John and Jackie Lynch
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Midtown Neighborhood Alliance
And Fireworks

This year theMidtown Neighborhood Alliance was selected to be one of the non

profit organizations to have a fireworks stand in the city of Omaha. The money fai

will be used to help continue the work the Midtown Neighborhdbdnce has been
doing over the years and help implement new ideas for the neighborhoods it
represents.

With this said, they need your helgaBingJune 24th through July 5th, MNA will
be stafing a fireworks stand at 78th and3reet from 8am until 1 pm for those 2
weeks. They are looking for volunteers to help work the booth. If you're intereg

there will be training on such things as using a credit card machine to actually sgei

what the various fireworks do. There is also an opportunity to work over night ag
security guard with other volunteers to keep an eye on the merchandise. Now m
people would consider this a perk just to be able to say they've worked at a fire
stand and fill their personal “bucket list”, but wakfter your shift, you will have the
opportunity to purchase fireworks at a discount and have your own pyrotechnic
extravaganza to rival any local show

If you're interested in volunteering contalitn Farho 402-212-557lor at

jim.far ho@continuumww.com by Martin Janousek

D

Neighborhood Market
Friday Evenings
4 PM to 8 PM
Starting June 3rd
| In The Empty Lot
f s’q'rween KNJ Grocery
. Store & The Califor-
hst hia Street Bar
orks
Interested in Partici-
pating as a Vendor?
Call Martin Janousek
402-558-4070
for information

Gifford Park Neighborhood Association (GPNA)
The GENA Mambersiig Year runs fom Janvany 7 Whrough Dacermbar 37,

Membership Application .....

Volunteer Opportunities! | am interested in helping out with..

Please indicate areas of interast:

ETWI Lending

ad check or money erder with this completed Membership Applcation Form e
Gifford Park Neighborhood Association
P.Q. Box 31462
Omaha, NE 68131-0462

Far additional information about GPNA, please visit our website
www. GiffardParkOmaha.org

Type of Membership: DSlnEIe ($10.00) DF amily ($15.00) D Business ($25.00)

Today's Date:

Mame (1}: E-Mail {1}]

Mame (2} E-Mail (2}

Mame (3} E-Mail (3):

Name (4); E-Mail (4}

Name (5); E-Mail ()| |
Address, |
City |Stata:| | Zip Code: | |
Telephune:l |

D CleammpiBeautdication Uhlemlauar Dalivery D-Cnmmunlry Garden DEuMm Egy Husnt
DMembarnhp Black Captasn D‘n'o-uth Garden DSprlng Cleanup
Dﬁncid Activitios istary DTru Planting DFII Chyanamp
DLandImdl"l'enant |gges Watch Group Dfo-uih BActivitees EN&M& WWalke
Sechool Lialsan DCaII Commites DTannIs Pragram El-muy Banguet




